
"Is it a musical based on a graphic novel or 
a graphic novel with music?  . . . It’s both"

Exclusive Preview

www.twistandturnthemusical.com
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A groundbreaking approach to developing 
a new musical during the pandemic

hen theatres closed at the beginning of the 
pandemic, Tony Gibbs, creator of Twist and 
Turn – The Musical, realised there was no 
point in planning a further stage version at 

that time, and so he decided instead to tell the story of the 
musical through the pages of a graphic novel.  

 
Sardines now has exclusive access to the opening 

chapters to give you a taste of what the finished graphic 
novel will look like which are reproduced in the next few 
pages. The story continues in the full 100+ page graphic 
novel of Twist and Turn – The Musical. 

 
Tony started work on this new rock musical in 2015, leading 

up to showcase performances of the show to full houses at 
The Other Palace in London in October 2018. Audience 
feedback highlighted where the book (script) needed to be 
revised as well as which songs were more popular than 
others with the audience. 

 
Work began during 2019 on rewrites of the book for a 

further stage production of the show, along with new songs 
being written. However, with the closure of theatres in the 
Spring of 2020, Tony decided to take the development of 
the show along a different path, working on a couple of 
complementary strands: 

 
In April 2020, Tony teamed up with illustrator Vincent 1
Danks whose impressive track record includes the 
Doctor Who and Torchwood graphic novels. When the 
two first met (virtually, due to lockdown) Tony recalls 
the conversation, “I asked Vince if he’d like to work 
with me on a graphic novel of a musical, to which he 
replied that he didn’t know anything about musicals. 
My answer was that was OK, as I didn’t know anything 
about graphic novels!”   

 
And so their journey together began with Tony   

providing the text and Vince creating stunning              
illustrations for the graphic novel of Twist and Turn – 
The Musical, being published as a hundredpage+       
ebook and inprint, to be launched in January 2022.  

 
As each chapter has been completed, illustrations 

from the graphic novel have been featured in YouTube 
videos along with songs from the show, many of which 
were written and recorded during 2020 and 2021. 

The second strand to the development of Twist and 2
Turn..., has seen Tony working with record producer 
Sandy Jones, as well as Scottish musical superstar, 
Donna Hazelton, and awardwinning singers in Australia 
and Scotland to record several new songs – all on a  
socially distanced basis – which have been distributed 
on iTunes, Spotify and all digital platforms, with some 
of the new songs being played on dozens of radio    
stations around the world resulting in two number 
one chart toppers... 

 
The Perfect Glove 
#1 UK Country Radio #1 Hits You Love (Chicago USA) 

Start Again 
#1 Hits You Love (Chicago USA) 

 
 
  

Other songs from the show featured on radio include 
The Song That You Sing, (I’m No) Prodigal Son, Way 
Back When and Twist and Turn, with all of them  
reaching Top Ten chart positions.

W

Tony Gibbs
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The connection with Wet Wet Wet 
 
The updated version of Twist and Turn... includes several 

new songs, along with some from the 2018 showcase which 
Tony cowrote with Graeme Duffin of the legendary band 
Wet Wet Wet and Esther and Tim O’Connor of the band, 
Ashton Lane. 

 
A concept album of songs from the updated version of 

the show will be available on CD and vinyl with the graphic 
novel. 

 
Twist and Turn  ‐ The Musical, set on the Isle of Man, is 

now a genuine multimedia show featuring songs of the 
highest quality, a compelling story, and a graphic novel  
combining drama, the excitement of the Isle of Man TT 
races and fantasy elements based on Manx mythology.  

 
As the show maintains momentum and reaches wider 

audiences through the graphic novel, a further stage version 
is also in the pipeline. 

 
In the meantime, to preorder your copy of the graphic 

novel with a CD or vinyl copy of the music, as well as find 
out how to download all the songs from the show, go to 
www.twistandturnthemusical.com 

 
Sign up for the newsletter to preorder the graphic novel 

with free CD or vinyl copy of the original concept album: 
https://we.tl/t‐hlgXxy4zkf 

 
View the YouTube videos at the Twist and Turn The Musical 

channel: https://bit.ly/3CX1674 

Amateur licensing offer 
 
Applications are now invited for amateur groups to stage 

productions of Twist and Turn – The Musical on a unique 
joint production basis with the show’s creator and former 
Chief Executive of NODA, Tony Gibbs. 

 
Tony explains, “At this stage, I’m inviting expressions of 

interest to work with me to produce Twist and Turn... Please 
don’t ask for copies of the score or book at the moment, as 
I’m sure you will need to firstly discuss the concept of a co
production with your committee.  

 
There will be no licensing fee for the premieres of Twist 

and Turn... in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
subject to agreeing reasonable terms for the sale of         
supplied merchandise. 

 
This is a contemporary show with songs that have been 

receiving success on radio and streamed hundreds of    
thousands of times on Spotify that will appeal to younger 
members and audiences alike.” 

 
To start the conversation, email Tony who is available at: 

info@twistandturnthemusical.com 

Graeme Duffin

Esther and Tim of Ashton Lane

www.twistandturnthemusical.com
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come on, 
robbie...smle!

I know 
that, 

Charley.

Charley, you’re his  
sister, for goodness 
sake. You’ve every  
right to be here.

Ladies and gentlemen!

Folks, it’s a 
great pleasure 
to see you all 
here today.

My wife 
Melanie and I 
are thrilled 
to bring you 
the news. 

Thanks for reminding  
me, Jen. You know I 

haven’t seen the bastard 
for over 6 years.

Mr Gordon Gold.

Please welcome the  
special representative 

of our very own Isle of 
Man government.

And what news 
is that, I hear 

you say?

I know you’ve 
got to stay 

but I’m going.

I knew this 
was a bad 

idea.

That’s when he walked 
out on me too.

Chapter 
One
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we love you, 
robbie!

well done, 
lad!

Thanks 
honey.

Stay here, I’ll be 
back in a minute 

Robbie’s here to 
receive the island’s 
highest award, the 
Tynwald Honour.

Our very own 
Robbie 

Skelton!

this guy has  
achieved so many 

great things that he 
hasn’t had a moment 
to come back and see 

us until now.

Many of these  
great people have gone 

on to achieve great 
things worldwide and in 
particular I’m thinking 

about this one  
great guy.

Folks, as you know, 
this island of ours has 
produced some great 

people. Right?

Isn’t she 
great?
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Tell them 
Robbie,  

I’m sure 
they’d love 
to know the 

truth!

How DID you get to  
be where you are Robbie? 

Tell us your story.

well I...

I got to be  
where I am through 

hard graft and 
determination.

What’s the 
secret of 

your success, 
Robbie?

I’m trying to 
listen!

I’ll improve 
your ride,

Robbie

Why have you 
been away so 
long, Robbie?

Take me 
anytime, 
RobbieAre you taking 

part at the TT, 
Robbie?

Sign my bra, 
Robbie.

How do you feel 
receiving this honour, 

Robbie?

I love you, 
Robbie

You  
increased  

your average 
lap speed with 

the new Kawazaki 
ZX10R - is it down 
to the electronic 

suspension 
improving your 

ride?

Charley? Jen! I 
didn’t know you were 

going to be here.

Is that what 
you call it?
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You’ll be no good is what my teacher used to say 
Bound to turn out wrong as night will follow day 
I took all the blows and how I lived with the pain 
The bruises, setbacks, the same old, same old refrain 

Teacher was so right so I stole and lied 
For years I was lost on the other side 
Little did she know that everyone’s wrong is my right

Winners are born 
Winners are made 
Winners fight on 
Fight for what they want 
And find their own way

If you want success you’ll need a one track mind 
Whatever the price you pay, you won’t ever mind 
It’s worth what you lose as long as it works out for me  
Do as I say just tell me that you agree

Teacher was so right so I stole and lied 
For years I was lost on the other side 
Little did she know that everyone’s wrong is my right

Winners are born 
Winners are made 
Winners fight on  
Fight for what they want 
And find their own way 

What you lose you can always buy back 
What you lose is a well-worn path 
What you get is all that you desire 
What you get is all show without fire 
For years I was lost on the other side 
Little did she know that everyone’s wrong is my right 

Winners are born 
Winners are made 
Winners fight on 
Fight for what they want

Winners are born 
Winners are made 
Fight on every day 
Fight for what they believe 
And find their own way 
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At least he 
didn’t have to 
abandon the 

island to make 
his money.

Net worth 4.5 billion 
with a projected six 
per cent increase 

within a year.

which will officially 
make him the Isle Of 
Man’s richest man.

So he’s 
rich then?

Get over it  
Jen, it’s only 
been a few 

years.

it’s been over 
six years, 
dickhead!

At least he  
treats me with respect, 
which is more than you 

ever did!

What do you do? 
Help him sort out his    

pension?

You work 
for him?

I hear you 
know Jen, 
don’t you?

Let my personal  
assistant Jen know when 
you’re free and we can 

talk some more.

My pleasure 
Robbie.

I’d like to thank 
you and your 
team Mr Gold.

Any final 
thoughts 
Robbie?

Yeah, I work 
for him.

Is that what 
they call it?

Oww!
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Girls, this is  
obviously a bad  

time of the month 
for you so, for  

that reason,  
I’m out.

That’s it Robbie, 
you pig. Run away, 

nothing new 
there.

Bistro?

I’ll see you 
there then.

Oh no, it’s  
all changed 
since you 

were here.

really?

It’s a very 
up-market 

bistro  
now.

Bar? Come on, let’s 
get back to dad’s 

place.

Has dad still 
got the bar?
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Twist and Turn
 Podcast Coll

ection  

Free downloa
d of podcasts

 and songs 

Have you ever seen a show on stage or heard a song 
from a musical and wanted to know more about the back
ground to the characters and story?   

Welcome to the Twist and Turn Podcast Collection that 
has been created as a supplement to the songs from this 
rock musical and graphic novel of the show, to provide you 
with backstories for the main characters  as well as further 
insight into the story of Twist and Turn, which is set on the 
Isle of Man leading up to the TT races, with the excitement 
of the motorbike races as well as exploring the mysteries of 
Manx mythology which are a deeply rooted part of the       
island.  

These six audio dramas do not have to be listened to in 
any particular order (if at all) but are designed to further 
entertain you, especially if you’re interested in finding out 
more about the show. There is also an interview with Tony 
Gibbs, creator of Twist and Turn, in conversation with Donna 
Hazelton.   

The Twist and Turn Podcast Collection was first broadcast 
on UK Country Radio during 2021 over a sixweek period, 
with each episode followed by a song from the show (total 
running time just under ninety minutes) all of which you will 
find as mp3s in this free download.   

Just click on the link at https://we.tl/thlgXxy4zkf for 
your free download 
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my pleasure.  
enjoy your evening 

mrs gold.

thank you.

straight  
ahead mr gold and 
then right at the 

crossroads.

is this the 
right road for 
skeltons bar?

good evening.

oh, great.satnav has 
stopped working.

you’re sure 
this is the 

right road?

you’ll have 
to ask these 

two. they might 
know.

you can’t 
miss it.

Never.

Never 
presume that 
you know me.

You know I  
won’t let you down. 

I never have.  
Never will.

I know you well  
enough to make sure 
I get the right one 

for you.

It’s most... 
unsavoury. 

Don’t tell me 
you’re looking for 

revenge?

They wouldn’t  
be my first choice, 

Master.

Could he be 
the one? Or 
even her?

Everybody 
knows me. 

It’s obvious 
you’re my 

wife.

How did he 
know who we 

were?

Chapter 
TWO
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You found 
it ok?

When do I 
ever mind?

You don’t mind 
do you, baby?

Sure.

For 
tomorrow’s 

meeting.

Before I forget, 
I was hoping we 

could go over those 
reports later.

I sent my  
driver to pick him 

up from his  
hotel.

I thought you 
were bringing 

Robbie?

No problem 
at all, honey.
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‘We’re riding on air
The burning’s too much
She drives me wild with her mountain touch.’

‘You whisper my name 
I’m kissed by the sun 
You pull me in close 
I know I belong.’

Together we fit like 
a perfect glove 

The perfect glove
The perfect glove.

Dreaming all night, 
dreaming of glory 

The morning revs up 
you’re here for me.

Of course, 
Mrs Gold.

Be a dear, Jen. 
Get me a vodka 

and tonic. 

Make it a 
large one.

It’s a bit loud 
isn’t it?

.. this next song is 
called ‘the perfect 

glove’.
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‘The bets are all off the flags are flying
My baby leans in and calls me her lion.’

‘I’m walking on air 
pushing on strong
My baby’s with me 
singing our song.’

The perfect glove
The perfect glove.

‘Nothing’s too much there’s nowhere to hide 
We’re walking on air oh yeah we’ve arrived.’

‘Together we fit like a perfect glove.’

‘She drives me wild with her mountain touch
She tames the lion some call it luck.’
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Dad, 
please.

You know 
about all 

this?

Take it up with 
your sister.

A bistro? 

Without my baby I’m a total wreck
I’m fuelled by caffeine with a cobalt neck

I need more speed, no time to stare  
Keep a cool head now, I’m almost there

She pulls me in close  
I know I belong.

We’ll see.

Can I interview 
you while you’re 

back?

I still write 
my blog about 

you.

Can’t be  
giving away all 

my secrets,  
can we?

I’ve seen it,  
Statto. Just be 

careful what you 
say about  
me, eh? 

I’m so pleased 
you’re back, Robbie. 

I need some 
space.

Do what you 
got to do. 

And as for that 
politician, just Make 

sure he pays for  
his drinks.

He’s got nothing 
to say I want to 

hear. 

Maybe 
tomorrow.
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Together we fit like a perfect glove
The perfect glove
The perfect glove

Great place 
you’ve got here, 

great place.

Your big sister 
following in the family 

tradition?

Is what 
for real?

Yay!! Is this  
for real?

now I just want to  
ask you all to join me in 
wishing my beautiful wife 

every success in  
this year’s TT.

She drives me wild  
with her mountain 

touch.

As serious as a 
heart attack, baby 

brother.

You can’t be 
serious?

Let’s hear it for 
Team Skelton!

Plain or salt  
and vinegar always 

on the menu.

Do you do 
food?

AND you guys 
got married?

She drives me wild
with her mountain touch
Together we fit like a 

perfect glove
The perfect glove
The perfect glove

thank you 
everybody!
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Don’t go 
there!

Working late with 
your boss?

Usual place? 

I’m off, so I’ll 
catch you guys 

tomorrow.

I love it 
when you’re 
assertive.

Next time, ask 
me first before 

arranging anything 
with him.

great.  
thanks bernie.

About 11?

Sure, I’ll pick you 
up from your hotel 

in the morning.

Dad won’t even 
acknowledge me.

Can we talk 
before I go back 

to Italy?

She’s way 
better on a bike 

than I am.

Isn’t it awesome? I’m 
happy to take centre 

stage in here but I’ll give 
everything I can to see my 

wife on that podium.

And the 
TT?

Second anniversary 
last month.

Nothing to  
be sorry about. 

You weren’t 
invited.

Congrats, 
man. Sorry 
I missed the 

wedding.

Hey! Passing on 
words of wisdom to 
my missus? It’s been 

a while, Robbie.
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Let’s get out 
of this dump.

I’ve seen enough.

Thanks again 
for the lift.

They  
all want 
success.

Some want  
sex. Some want 

power.

It’s pathetic 
watching them all 
go through the 

motions.

Smell what, 
Master?

Intrigue upon 
intrigue. Can you 

smell it?

Don’t wait up.  
I’ll probably 

stay in Douglas 
tonight.

I’ll drop her back 
at her place when 
we finish those 

reports.

My driver can 
take me and Jen.

Can you get 
Robbie back to 

his hotel?

fine 
with me.

lust.
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That works 
for me.

Invite me to your 
room for a drink. 

No strings, no 
drama.

In that case, as 
you’ve got nothing 
better to do right 

now.

I’ll be testing a  
new bike for a few months 

before returning here  
for the TT.

I’m heading over to 
Heathrow the day after 
for my connection back 

to Milan.

Seeing some of  
the old gang first thing, 

then the media
launch.

What are your 
plans for the rest 

of your stay?

Here’s your 
hotel.

Your husband 
has organised 
a Press Launch 

tomorrow.

They’ll find 
out then.

As it now turns 
out, against your 

sister.

Do your family 
know you’re taking 

part in the TT? 

I doubt that. 
It’s all fairly 

obvious. 

Long story.

What 
reports?

What  
about those 

reports?

You obviously 
outstayed your 
welcome back 

there.
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“Something that you got to learn,
Life is a race, gotta twist and turn.”

“Pace and power will get you through,
Burning rubber on the road like glue.”

“Sometimes you bend sometimes you’re crushed, 
Never accept that enough is enough.”

“How do you deal with the danger?
Hold on to hope not failure.”

“What will you do if you’re blown off course?”
Draw a new map and make it yours.”

“How do you know when you’re ready,
After one dead end too many?”

Cha
pte

r T
HRE

E
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are You talking 
about that stupid 

woman?

And she’s  
got a great team 

behind her.

She’s good. 
You know she’s 

good.

Or worse. 

She’s only going 
to make a fool of 

herself.

It’ll be second  
nature by the time the 

TT comes around.

I used to do the 
same. Look where 

it got me.

Learning 
all the 
time.

As soon as  
it’s light, she’s off - 

all weather - picking up 
the smallest changes in 

the surface.

You know 
what she’s 

like.

Gets earlier 
every day.

Morning AJ. 
You’ve just 
missed her.

What’s the point  
of living here if you 
don’t use it to your 

advantage, eh?
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Annie? Look, I  
know you two have 

got history...

She’s always 
been way ahead 

of her time.

You know Annie’s  
still got it. She’s one of 
the best bike designers 

in the world. 

AJ, it could 
have happened 
to anybody.

History? Is that 
what you call it? 

Cheers, 
mate.

It’ll be 
down  

to you if 
anything 
happens  
to her. 

It’ll be on 
your head.

Do something. 
Stop her before 

it’s too late.

And as for you 
letting my daughter 
put her life in that 

woman’s hands.

Don’t give me 
that crap. 

The world’s 
changed, AJ.

How can a 
woman design 

motorbikes? It’s 
not right.

I still  
don’t know 

how she ever 
got into it.

She should 
have stuck to 

teaching.

She’s  
won awards, 

mate.

Now look 
at me. 

She ended 
my career. 

I could 
have been 
somebody. 

I trusted  
her back then. I 
crashed because 

of her ideas.

You’re talking 
to one of her 
guinea pigs.

She’s still  
got contracts with 
some of the biggest 
manufacturers in  

the world.

You try telling 
Charley not to do 
something when  
she’s made her  

mind up.

Me? 

She almost 
killed me.

...to be continued
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www.twistandturnthemusical.com
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